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Senator Blease Given
‘Ovation at His Home

THE STATE CAMPAIGN
MEETING IN NEWBERRY

BLEASE REPLIED TO PREACH-
ERS' CARD IN THE STATE.

' The Lie Passed During Addresses of
. Railroad Commissioners—Meet-
ing Attended by About One
Thousand People.

{By Jno. K. Aull)

At the Slate campaign meeling in
Newberry on Wednesday—in  the
town and eounty where Senator Cole.
L. Blease, candidate for governor,
was born and reared, and where he
has labored and risen to prominence
as n member of the bar—>Mur. Blease
was given an ovation which has prob-
ably not been equalled at a enmpargn
meeting in Newberry sinee the days
when faetionalism had torn in twain
the Democratic party in South Caro-
lina.

Seasation followed wensation dur-
ing the mectineg,  The emndidales por
railroad commissioner were {the first
speakers, and during their addresses
the lie was passed, and a personal
altereation seemed imminent.  As
resull of a dispute in regard to the
action of the railroad commissioners
as to a complaint from Ilarper’s, on
the Georgetown and Western rair-
road, Railroad Commissioner Caugh-
man told his opponent, My, Fish-
burne, that he was a liar and the
truth wasn’t in him.  Mr. Fishburne
advanced upon Mr. Caughman, but
Chairman Dominick stepped hetween
the bellizerents and no blows were
nassed. Messres. Cooghman and ish-
hurne apologized, and the aundience
applauded each, and the incident was
ended. The addresses of the eandl-
‘dates for railroad commissioner, Stale
superintendent of education, and ad-
Jutant and inspeetor general appear
on the seeond page of this issne of
The Herald and News, and the exene-
ment attending the passing of the lie
is reported in detail on the seeond
page.

In the Columbin State of Wednes-
day mornine appeared o oeard sioned
by seversl of (he ministers of New-
herrv, (which is published elsewhere
in this issne), to the effeet thal thev
did not, dircetly or indireetly, en
dorse the eandidaey ol Senator
Blease,  Senator Blease in the open-
ing of his address in Newhevrry on
Wednesday morning fonk  up  this
card and handled it with gloves off
stating in the outset that he had not
asked the ministers of Newherry (o
endorse his eandidacy, but that he
had placed his personal character in
issue hefore the people of Stmth Car-
olina, inviting the people of the Stale
to inquire of Dr. J. W. Wolling, pas-
tor of Central Methodist ehureh—
Senator Blease’s chureh—as to hisg
characler and standing in Newberry.
The nwame of Dr. Wolling, M.
Blease’s pastor, did not appear in the
eard of some of the ministers of New-
berry stating that they did not en-
dorse My, Blease’s eandidaey, air.
Blease, among other things, staled
that he had defended for murder B.
Whit Goodwin, who killed a hrother-
in-law of the Rev. Geo, A. Wright,
one of the ministers whose name ap-
peared signed to the eard. and th ¢
another of the ministers who Tad
signed the eard-——the Rev. J. ©. James
—he had never seen, and he doubted
if that minister had ever scen him.
In this conneection, 1in passing, he
made some ecaustic remarks in re-
gard to Mr. W. I. Wallace, editor of
the Newberry Observer, When Sen-
ator Blease attacked Mr, Wallace for
not defending his (Mr. Wallace’s)
pastor, Dr. Wolling, against the at-
tacks of eertain newspapers, Mr. Wal-
lace arose with the vequest that he he
allowed to ask a uestion. The inei-
dent created considerable excitement,
which was finally quieted by Chair-
man Dominiek, and the question was
never asked.

Mr. Blease stated that he had plae-

ed his personal eharacter in Issue be-
fore the people of South Carolina and
during the heated eampaign through
which he had passed he stooa before
the people of Newberry on this oc-
casion with none venturing lo assail
that character. The continuous and
industrious efforts of his opponents
had been able to elicit nothing fur-
ther than a statement from some of
the ministers of Newberry to the el-
celt, simply and solely, that they did

not endorse his eandidacey, wud the!
conclusion was inevitable that they

could find not an impropriety in his
life or u defeet in his character. lle
wanted any who were strangers in
Newberry on this oceasion to inquire
into the record of the Blease family
in Newberry county, and he chal-
lenged any who had aught 1o say
against his persvaal character or nrs
private life to rise.

Senator Blease's challenge was
greeted only by deafening applause.
He said his bitterest enemies admit-
ted Lis ability and the Taet (hal he
stood on the strongest platform on
which a man in South Caroling had
ever sought the ollice o' governor of
Soull Carolina—the  highest  honor
within the eift of any peoplfe—and in
their desperation they had been driv-
en to an attack upon his personal
character, whieh attack, he said, had
Failed most ignominionsly.

Senator Blease'’s remarks were con-
stantly greeted with applause, and
the ovation which he rvecetved was
genuine and sincere,

The remainder of Senator Blease's
speech, which is reported in detail
below, was practically

the same
speech which he has been making

elsewhere throughout the campaign,
eharging Governor Ansel’s adminis-
tration with being the most extrava-
gant since the days of Republican
ism, opposing extravagance, opposing
the immigration department, attack-
ing Governor Ansel for tle appoint.
ment of a negro notary in Green-
ville, and promising if eleeted to en-
foree all the laws.

Governor Ansel was greefed will
applause, and was given elose and
respectful attention throughout his
address. He defended the Ansel ad-
ministration against Mr. Blease’s at-
tacks of extravagance, reviewed his
record, defended his appointment of
a negro notary, ciling the example
set by Senator Tillman and  other
governors, and slated his position on
the Tiquor question. A detailed syn-
opsis of his address appears helow,

The eandidates were met al {the
frain by a committee from the county
Demoeratie  exeeutive  eommillee,
headed by County Chairman Fred IL
Dominick. The ecommitlee was ne-
companied by a number of voters of
the town and county and by the
West Bnd brass band. )

The eandidates while in Newherry
were the guests of Senator Blease at
the Newberry hotels,

The Meeting in Detall,

Comnty Chairman Fred. II. Domin-
ik presided, and the reeting was
opened with prayer by (he Rev. J.
W. Wolling, pastor of Central Mefl-
odist ehureh,

Chairman Domini=k said it was a
souree of much congratulation to sce
so large an audience present, and on
behalf of the people of Newbherry and
of Newberry county he extended all
the eandidates a warm weleome, and
bespoke for each eclose and earnest
attention. e

The eandidates for rvailroad com-
missioner were the first speakers,
and were followed by the ecandidates
for State superintendent of ednea-
tion and adjustant and inspeetor gen-
eral.  The addresses of these gentle-
men appear on the second page of
this issue. Taech of them was well
reecived and liberally applauded,

Senator Bleaso’'s Address.

Senator Blease, in opening his ad-
dress, took up the eard published in
the Columbia State, signed by sever-
al of the Newherry ministers, stat-
ing that they did not, dircetly or in-
directly, endorse his candidacy. Ile

read the following statement, whiuht

he handed to the newspaper report-
ers present, and asked them in all
fairness, to publish:

“I have assailed no man's eharae-
ter and have studiously refrained
from making charges against Gover-
nor Ansel, and make none today.
11is official acts only have I eriticized,
without refleetion on his character.
I have volunteered to put my life and
character before the people, so that
any person or persons who might de-
sire would have the opportunity to
assail il. This invitation has been
repeated again and again, T have de-
fied my opponents to show any im-
propriety in my life or any flaw in
my character, and after these re-
peated invitations my cnemies have
failed to elieit anything against me
exeept the bare statement (hat ecrtain
ministers at Newherry do not endorse
my candidacy, and tney have hased
their position solely upon statements
not specified made by me during this
ecampaign, and they have not intimie-
ed that their failure lo endorse my
eandidaey is beeause of any misdeeds
in my life or my character,
evitable conelusion is that all the
industrions opposition of my adver-
saries has produced nothing beyond
the statement of certain  ministers
that they do not favor my candidaey,
and the further conclusion is inevi-
table that my enemies ean show noth-
nig against me.  And 1 stand here
today, after all  this heafed cam-
paign, with no man venturing lo ae-
cuse me, and I challenge all the world
to point out one blot in my geeord
or upon my personal charvaeter, and
if there be one here who aceepls the
challenge let him rise.”’

Continuing, Senator DBlease said
that he had defended B. Whit Good-
win for murder in this county, ana
““T am not to blame that the man he
killed was a brother-in-law of the
Rev. Geo. A. Wright, and that the
Rev, Geo. A. Wrisht lias so far lost
his religion as to go among the
stranger ministers of this county and
seck to stab mé in the baek, like Ju-
das Tscariot with the kiss that be-
trayed his Christ. Here is what T
have said all over South Carolinn:
If this is not sufficient, write to the
pastor of the Methodist churech at
Newberry and ask him as to my
standing and if he considers me hon-
orable. T have never made one ref-
erence to the ministers of Newberry,
and I eall upon you honorable gentle-
men (indieating the eampaien party)
to say wheilier or not that statement
is frue. The eandidates of (his eam-
paign party, inclnding his excelleney,
the governor, know it. Who is the
Rev. Dr. Wolling? A man in your
town whe has been abused by certain
newspapers, and villified, and yel
there is an editor of a paper in New-
herry who zoes to his chureh every
Sunday morning and every Sunday
night, and who aceepls communion al
his hands, who hasn't eof (he nerve
and the manhood (o defend him from
these villifieations,”*

At this point My, W. 1T, Wallace,
editor of (he Newherry Observer,
arvose from the newspaper desk and
started to the platform with the ve-
quest: ““Let me ask one question.’’
Intense exeitement prevailed for a
few moments. Mr. Wallace resumed
‘his seat and Chairman Dominick fin-

The in-

ally restored quiel and Mr. Blease

proceeded, the question unasked,

“The Rev. Dr, Wolling,"' said Mr.
Blease, “*was horn and reared in
South Carolina.  He is a minister of
the gospel, a man whom the Molho-
dist ehureh of South Carolina sent
to a foreign country to teaeh the
people there to love God and to fol-
low and obey his commandments. ITe
is a man who, in all the years, has
stood with his hands upon the Bible
of Jesus Christ and his feet planted
upon a religion that seme preachers
haven't got, or they wouldn’t show
malice. T challenge anybody foday
to say one word against his charac-
ter, and the ecowards who stabbed
him in the hack are like {he Span-
invds who use the stiletto in the dark-
ness of the night. And you know
it.”?

Mr.  Blease then fook up the
sues of the ecampaign, charging that

is-

the Ansel administration was the

most extravagant since the days of
Republicanism in South Carolina, If
Qovernor Ansel or any man in the
audienee would disprove a statement
that he made, he would withdraw
from the rvace and not hypoET(lf:fx
from the raee for governor, “‘and
come baek home and ask my own
good minister, and not hypoeriles, o
pray for me.”” While the 188-
ment of taxable property in  South
Carolinn had doubled the levy had
been raised, and he jumped with both
feed on extravagant appropriations,
eiting the figures as to the appropria-
tions to which he referred, and read-
ing from the reports of the comptrol-
ler general and the other Stafe ofli-
cers to prove his assertions.

e quoted Governor Ansel’s annual
message on the bureau of immigra-
tion: ‘T thervefore recommend Lhat
you fake such steps as may (o yvou
seem wise to foster and sustain the
depariment of immigration now  ae-
complishing so mueh work.*” Sena-
tor Blease said it had eost the State
F16,000 to bring over the hoal road
of immigrants who eame in thy Witl-
tekind, and Governor Ansel could not
point out one today who was making
an honest living, and vet the immi-
grotion depariment cost {he  Slate
$11,500 last yvear. ‘Al Union,”’ he
said, ““T asked Clovernor Ansel, 417
ve-cleeted, will you recommend  the
abolition of the depmriment of immi-
gration?™" Tle looked al me and he
must have thought of Paul and
Agrvippa. e said, T think 1 shall.
He eame almost  saying, ““Almost

this eountry goad citizent from other
countries, hut he did not believe in
bringing in the seam of the earth.

“What does it mean (o you factory
boys,"" he asked. ““They will reduce
your wages unlil you ean't work for
the wages they offer, and then tell
yvou they have hot a population thal
will work for less. They ean’l work
negroes beeause the bum of the ma-
chinery puts them to sleep.”’

Senator Blease attacked the ap-
pointment by Governor Ansel of a
negro notary publie in Greenville. o
said that Mr. CGeo. Johnstone, eandi-
date for the United Stales sonate,
had jumped on Mr. Rhett, one of his
opponents, for appointing negro po-
licemen in Charleston, and nothing
had been said, ““but as soon as Blease
Jumped on Ansel for appointing a
negro notary the “peannt’ editor in
Newberry jomped on me with a lone
editorial.  Ts it beeause of personal
opposition {o me, or is it heeanse of
the personnl feeling he has against
ihe Blease family in vears gone by9
You people know, and T thank God
you do know. T thank Cod vou knew
Henry Blease, T thank God you know
the Blease family. T want (o say in
the presenee of these people who may
he strangers, T want thom to ask who
they are. T thank God thalt a mem-
ber of the Blease family never has
gone back on a friend or howed his
knee to any seoundrel on earth, be
he peanut editor or what.”’

The Columbia State had defended
Ciovernor Ansel in the appointment of
the negro notary by sayving that Cov-
ernor Tillman had appointed Joshua
Wilson, n negro, nofary publie. That
neero was post master- at Florence
now giving the people there mneh
trouble. Take fhe negro appointed
notary at Cheenville.  The petition
for his eloction reeited thal he

was
a citizen and qualified elector and
that he desired to be appointed nol-
ary publie and that he was a man
of honor—signed by attornevs and
imembers of the legislature. The
eommission signed hy Clovernor An-

el read, ‘T, veposing specinl confi-
denee in your eave, prudence and in-
Ftegrity, do herghy commission and
appoint you a notary publie.’’ Now,
j that negro goes to Washington, and
igoes into Taft’s office, if Taft is
|{-Im-.|‘nd president, and says, T want to
1he post master. TTe asked whal his
recommendations arve. TTe says that
he has a certifiente from the eitizens
of his home ecity saving thal he is an
| honarable man. Tle is asked what
else he has. Te poinis {0 a eommis-
]sinn from the governor of South Car-

\ (Continued on page five).

thou hast persuaded me.”’  Senator!
Blease said he would  weleome  into

HON. COLE. L. BLEASE,

Sketch of the Senator From Newber-
ry, Who is a Candidate For Gov-
® ecrnor of South Carolina.

Coleman  Livingston  Blease

in Newberry county.

His erandiath-
er, Thomas W, Blease, lived afl Edee-
field and marvied Bethany Coleman,
In that town Henry . Blease, father

of Senator  Blease  was bhorng  but
when a young man he moved (o New-
berry county. The Bleases of

the eommon people, Henry and  his

L. Blease being a tinner by trade.
Cole. 1. Blease’s Tather and  his
father’s three hrothers saw service in
the Confederate army.  Basil Blease,
because of his darving bravery,  was
of a private (o that of a eaptain,
ITenry . Blease Mary
Livingston, of what is now
county, Tormerly  Fdoelield,
Livinbstons were all Farming people,
The fonr ol Mary  Blease
were soldiers of the Confederaey,

married

hrot hers

All the Blenses ol Livinestons
were teae to the  ennse  of  Wade
Hampton in the davs of 76, Tlaet-
well Blease, an unele of  Senator

Blease, was for a long time eonfined
by the Yankees in the Charleston jail
beeause of eharges prefecred agninst
him on aceount of the Wu Klux.
While Cole. T Blease was a ehild,
his parents moved to fhe town of
Newberry,  Ieve hiz father enguged
in the mereantile business and eon-
ducted o livery and sale stable and
hotel.  TPor several vears Mr. Blease
was trial jnstice For the fown of New-
bhervy, wnd his ability and infesrity
were recoenizod thronehont the whole
ol Newbherry eonnty,  Te was one of
the most popular men who has ever
lived in Newherry eounty.
he was a leader in
Methodist ehureh.

Tor vears
the work of the

Coliec Blease, as he was familinrly
called, atfended the sehools in New-
herry, and then  Newherry  college,
When not in sehiool he was usually at
work in his father’s  livery stable,
Colie's mother died when was
quite small.

Young Blease was given to speech
making as a hoy, had a legal mind,
and naturally turned his alfention {o
the study of fhe law. TTe read law
in the afliee of TTon, George S, Mow-
er. Later he attended {he Seuth Car-
oling eollege and the Georeelown 1Th-
iversity of Law, at Washington, D.
5

Mr. Blease located

he

at his  home

lluwn for the practice of his profos-

sion. Tt was not long before lie he-
enme one of the leaders of the bar,
and he has continwously enfoyed an
excellent practice. or the past fif-
teen years he has been conneeted with

was pmany of the important eases tried in
born about forty years azo on a farm | the: conrts of Newherey county,

ITe

has also been associnted in important
eases in Saluda, Laurens, Circenwood,
Union, Lexington @ ehland, Kershaw,
amd Dovehester counties,  or two
yemrs he served as oeity allorney of
Newberry.

Senator Blease was married several

years ago o Miss  Lillie  Summers,
three Irothers being apprenticed 1o} \elose Father, & faemer,  resides  in
varions frades when boys by their’ A derson county. Mrs, Blease's Tafh-
widowed mother, the father of Cole, Yor was o Confederate soldier,  her

erandfather was in the Mexiean war,
i her geent-grand father was Capt.
Philemon  Waters, soldier Lhe
Revolution,  Beine deseendsd  from

i ol

steadily promoted rom (he position f Danehters

Salwda e

L, Mrs, Blease i< a member of (he

of the Ameriean Revola-

|'I'ir‘ll.
Both My, and Meso Blease  are
members ol the Centeal Methodist

chreh, of Newherry,

Upon the death of his father, My,
Blease heeame virtually hend of {he
Family, and assisted his step-mother

in rearine and edueatine two half
hrothers amd one hall sistor,

When Cole. 1. Blease was a very
Young anan he was chosen (o repre-

et Newberey eonnty in the house of
representalives,  T'wice he was re-
clected, eneh time heading the logig-
altive ticket by a handsome miagjorify.
In the house he was recosnized as a
Tesidder s of his ability as a
parvliamentarvian he was Lwiee seleefed
= speaker proo tem,

bheeanse

IFens {wo

chairman

]Il'

Demoeratie

Vs
ol the
Live conmiltes,

was  county
exeen-
Several limes in sne-
cession he was eleeted by the counly
conventions as q delesate 1o the State
conventions, this vear being ehosen
by aeelimation, the past (en
years e has represented his counly
on the State exeeutive committee, Tn
1904 My, Blease was nominated to the
State senale by a hrndsome majority,
Two years ago he was eleetnd by the
members of the senate as president
pro tem. of that body.

In politics Mr. Blease has always
been a straight Demoeral.  Tn 1896
and in 1900 he was one of the presi-
dential electors for William JJ. Bryan,
the Demoeratie presidential nominee.

In the house and in the senate My,
Blease has alwavs stood for
nomieal administeation of (he
mend, opposing extravaeani.
printions and the

IFor

an
ZOVern-
appro-

of

0en-

establishment

(Conlinued on page four.)




